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Contact:  Greg Northrup, President, West Michigan Strategic Alliance, 616-356-6060 

northrupg@wm-alliance.org 

 

Jessica Materson, Literacy to Work, Project Manager, 616-622-4085 

jmaterson@wm-alliance.org  

 

Description: The West Michigan Literacy to Work Initiative will expand the Making College 

Accessible pilot underway in Kent County. The pilot was developed with funding from Michigan 

Department of Labor, Energy and Economic Growth, (DELEG), leadership from the Literacy Center of 

West Michigan (LCWM) and Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC) and Area Community Service 

Employment and Training Council (ACSET, the Michigan Works agency for Kent and Allegan counties.  

 

Literacy to Work will expand the pilot to include first Ottawa and Muskegon counties and eventually 

include all eight West Michigan counties served by WMSA. This individualized, learner-centered 

approach to improving basic skills, is designed to lead to a General Equivalency Diploma (GED) and/or 

a Michigan National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC), and then on to additional occupational 

training opportunities. The program is intended to help individuals who lack these basic credentials to 

obtain a living wage job and access additional funding to further their education and skills under 

Michigan’s mainstream No Worker Left Behind (NWLB) program. 

 

 

Partners:  West Michigan Strategic Alliance – www.wm-alliance.org 

  Grand Rapids Community College – www.grcc.edu 

  Literacy Center of West Michigan – www.literacywm.org 

 

Goals: We anticipate serving 250 individuals by working with existing organizations throughout the 

region. 

 

Progress: Funding was received in early March 2010.  We anticipate enrolling participants in Ottawa 

County in September 2010.  We are in the process of building a coalition of employers, Michigan 

Works! Agencies, community colleges and other educators to take Literacy to Work to full regional 

scale. 

 
 About Philanthropy at Walmart:    

Walmart and the Walmart Foundation are proud to support the charitable causes that are important to customers 
and associates in their own neighborhoods. The Walmart Foundation funds initiatives focused on education, 

workforce development, economic opportunity, environmental sustainability, and health and wellness. From Feb. 1, 
2009 through Jan. 31, 2010, Walmart and the Walmart Foundation gave more than $512 million in cash and in-

kind gifts globally, $467 million of which was donated in the U.S. To learn more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org.  
 

Current information about our priorities, initiatives and progress can be found on our Web site: www.wm-alliance.org. 
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